
A  total of 200 people attended the re-
cently-concluded Vacation Bible 

School  (VBS), surpassing last yearõs figure 
of 150 attendees. This was disclosed by 
2009 VBS Director Amy Ricafranca, who 
said that the participants were not limited 
to children and youth but also adults. 
      Held July 27-August 1,  its theme was 
òSonRock Kids Camp: Where Kids Build 
Their Lives On The Rock: Jesus.ó 
      Amy also reported that more than 80 
members served as volunteers. She was 
assisted by Cora Amores and Dori Olega as 
co-directors and coordinators. 
      The five-day activities were conducted 
at the Christian Education building from 6 
p.m. through 9 p.m. 
      The annual event has always drawn the 
interest of children and adults to come to 
CICC to study Godõs Word, participate in 
fun games, sing songs, do arts and crafts, 
and spend time in fellowship. The event 

provides the church an opportunity to 
share the gospel and lead unbelievers to 
faith in Christ. 
      The breakdown of participants are as 
follows: Children (nursery to middler) -79; 
Youth (including preteens) -53; Adults 
(including seniors) ð 68 
      Following were the other highlights of 
the event: 
    -To emphasize the theme , props and 
special designs were posted on the walls of 
rooms and buildings. 
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VBS Success Attributed To  
Team Effort, Attendance  

Church Gives Go Signal To  

Next Renovation Project  

E verything is set for the womenõs spiritual retreat.  
      It will be held September 6-7, 2009 at 
Tahquitz Pines Christian Conference Cen-
ter, Idyllwild, CA. Theme is òBuilding 
Loving Relationship.ó 
     More than 50 church women and their 
loved ones have already signed up, accord-
ing to Ohrie Tongol, Womenõs Ministry 
Coordinator. Main speaker is Eloisa 
Pineda, one of the leaders of the group. 
      òThis is a follow through of the one-

T here he goes. You turn and look again. 
Many thoughts come to mind. Is 

heé? Did heé?  
      Meet Pong. His full name is Pepito 

Evangelista. Heõs pretty 
much shorter than all the 
adults in our church. 
      òI was born like this,ó 
he says with a cordial de-
meanor. òNo, Iõm not a 
thalidomide baby (an infant 
exposed to the drug thalido-
mide, prescribed before 

1962 to pregnant mothers to combat morn-
ing sickness). Yes, Iõm thankful Iõm alive.ó 
      òI went through childhood days much 
like any other childé Oh yes, I went 
through periods of being poked upon. Ka-
sama iyon sa paglaki (Itõs part of growing up). 
Katulad din ng iba, mayroon akong hindi naga-
gawa pero may nagagawa ako na hindi kaya ng 
iba.ó (Like the others, I cannot do some 

Getting To Knowé 
  Pong Evangelista:  

  A Faithful Member  

 

Womenõs Retreat 

Set September 6 -7  

See Womenôs. . . . page 6 

See VBS. . . . page 5 

T he second phase of the churchõs renovation project is now moving 
right along. The plans and architectural 
rendering have been approved by the 
Council and ratified by  the congregation 
recently. 
      Target of the refur-
bishing work is the existing 
Christian Education (CE) 
building which was con-
structed in the mid ô50õs. The project in-
cludes the putting up of covered patios 
along the newly renovated sanctuary and 
construction of extended facility to serve 
as  library and choir room. 
      Dario Ricafranca, chairperson, Build-

ing Committee disclosed that the class-
rooms will be upgraded and the air-
conditioning and heating system located 
in the middle of the building will be relo-
cated to clear the hallway of obstruction. 

      The project is estimated 
to cost $300,000 exclusive of 
new equipment and furniture 
to be purchased. The church 
will not resort to borrowing 

because it has funds reserved for the pro-
ject. 
      Expected to be remodeled are the 
doors, windows, ceiling and flooring and 
rest rooms.  

See Renovation . . . . page 6 See Pong Evangelista  . . . page 5 

   Children sing with joy during the VBS 

closing program at the sanctuary. 

By  Nina Monzon 
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T his article is dedicated to all who 
have worried in the past, those who 

are worrying now, and those who might 
worry tomorrow. 
      To be honest with you, I was encour-
aged to write on this subject because of 
my recent experience. The subject? Worry. 
      Based on biblical foundation and 
Christian experience, worrying does no 
good thing ð it is actually sin. Philippians 
4:6 says, òbe careful for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God.ó But who among us 
can honestly say that we are exempted 
from this ugly condition? Nobody! We are 
different from each other and our condi-
tions, circumstances and cares differ also. 
But what is commonly true is, all this may, 
at one time or another, push us to worry. 
      Let us learn from the wisest man that 
ever lived ð King Solomon. In Proverbs 
3:5 and 6 we read, òTrust in the Lord with 
all your heart; and lean not unto your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowl-
edge Him and He will make your paths 
straight.ó 
      Please notice that we are commanded 
to do something here. The first command 
is for us to TRUST. Webster says that 
trust means a firm belief or confidence in 
the honesty, integrity, reliability and justice 
of another person. But the Bible diction-
ary has a better rendering. It òhas the idea 
of throwing oneself down, lying extended 
on the ground ð casting all hopes for the 
present and the future upon another, find-
ing shelter and security there.ó 
      The verse continues to say, òtrust IN 
THE LORD,ó not on anything or anyone, 
but the Lord ð the One who created eve-
rything. The One who is omnipresent 
(with us 24/7), omniscient (all-knowing 
God), omnipotent (all-powerful God). 
Our almighty God can accomplish any-
thing in his power for His honor and 
glory. 
       How are we to trust the Lord? 
òWITH ALL YOUR HEART,ó not half 
our heart but with all ð that is, completely, 
fully ð of our heart. The heart is the seat 
of our intellect, emotion and will. Since 
God IS God, we can confidently commit 
everything to Him and be assured that 
everything will be all right. 
      The next command given to us is 
òLEAN NOT.ó It will be conflicting if we 
are to trust in the Lord with all our hearts 
and then depend on our limited knowl-
edge and capability. We are to lean on 
Him completely and not on our self. 
     The third action we are commanded to 
do is òACKNOWLEDGE HIM.ó It 
means to recognize and accept Him as our 
absolute Leader. Instead of depending on 
manõs limited ability, we are to recognize 

Godõs presence and accept His will for us. 
òI will never leave you nor forsake youó is 
His promise to us. We will never be alone. 
He will always be there for us. 
     And after we have done what we 
should do, He assures us that He òWILL 
MAKE (OUR) PATHS STRAIGHT.ó He 
is the only One who can make our cir-
cumstances or situations smooth, straight, 
or right. In other words, He will remove 
all obstructions or hindrances so we can 
accomplish His good purpose in us. 
      In Matthew 6:25-27, our Lord Jesus 
Christ told us: òTherefore, I tell you, do 
not worry about your life, what you will 
eat or drink; or about your body, what you 
will wear. Is not your life more important 
than food, and the body more important 
that clotheséWho of you by worrying 
can add a single hour to his life?ó 
While anxiety or worry over life is a per-
ennial problem, Jesus is telling us that the 
remedy to this is to make the kingdom of 
God the center of our priorities. 
      It will be fitting to conclude with an-
other action verse: òcasting all your cares 
upon Him, for He cares for youó (1 Peter 
5:7). The word òcaresó means anxieties, 
worries or concerns. Let us allow God to 
delight in us by doing what He commands 
us to do ð break away from our worries. 
     Donõt freak out. Be worry free!!! 

Worry Freak? Or Worry Free?  

Rev. Paul T. Lacanilao  
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       They Were Here ð Weõre happy to 
welcome guests who recently visited us 
and shared Godõs message and gave minis-
try updates: Dr. Pio S. Tica, Senior Pas-
tor, Malabon International Baptist Church, 
Malabon City, Philippines preached July 5, 
2009 at the Tagalog serviceé Pastor Ver 
Bernardino, (brother of dea-
con August) of Calauan Chris-
tian Reformed Church in Ca-
lauan, Laguna, Philippines 
shared the Word of God at the 
two worship services August 9, 2009. After 
helping train Christian workers in Michi-
gan from July 17-28, 2009 under the spon-
sorship of an interdenominational group 
called Timothy Leadership Training Insti-
tute, he traveled to Fresno and La Puente, 
CA to visit family members and friends 
before heading home... .Dave & Tracy 
Erickson, missionaries to Bali, Indonesia. 
They gave an update of their ministry dur-
ing one of the Wednesday prayer meet-
ingsé Pastor Prem Mallipudi of Spirit 
and Life Ministries (SLM), Tanuku, An-
drah Pradesh, India spoke August 5 at the 
Wednesday prayer meeting about Godõs 
work which was left behind by his late 
father, founder of SLM. He was accompa-
nied by Pastor Tim G. De Fiesta of CCF 

of Orange Countyé 
Tharshish Johnson, mission-
ary to England under the Every 
Nation Ministries visited us in 
July and spoke about her work 

during the Wednesday Prayer Meeting. 
 
      Baby Dedication ð Bryce Marc, son 
of Mark & Maria Jocelyn Samson, was 
dedicated July 18 to the Lord;. Meanwhile,  
Mikayla and Sean Michael, daughter and son 
of Mark & Maureen Cheesman were dedi-
cated August 22. Pastor Paul officiated. 
 
       Wedding Anniversary ð Roel & 
Lenee Pandino 
celebrated their 
15th wedding anni-
versary. The re-
newal of vows 
ceremony was 

officiated by Pastor Paul at their residence 
in West Covina, CA. Only close family 
members were present. 
 
       Travel News ð Beth Beringuel is in 
the Philippines to undergo 
training related to setting up a 
bakery business here in Califor-
niaé Lumen Buitre is here for 
a three-month visit. A former 
CICC Choir member, she retired from 
work and decided to stay with her children 
in the Philippinesé Chilet Gruenberg 

left for the Philippines to attend 
the 50th birthday celebration of 
her daughter, Marichué The 
Cortez family (Ric & Lina, as 
well as their children and 
grandchildren) just got back 

after  a two-month stay in the Philippines. 
They attended the wedding of their daugh-
ter Jane, who along with her sister Jenny, 
mother Lina, brother Joel & family, and 
nieces and nephews are regular members 
of CICCéPastor Paul  and her wife, 
Josie, traveled August 12-19 to 
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada where he offi-
ciated the wedding of her cousiné On a 
recent trip to Tanuku, Andrah Pradesh, 

India, Pastor Tim G. De Fiesta 
of CCF of Orange County (one 
of our daughter churches) has 
had the chance to speak at the 
annual convention of pastors and 
spiritual leaders of the area. He 

also spoke in different churches estab-
lished by Spirit & Life Ministries whose 
head, Pastor Prem, was our recent guest. It 
was a fruitful 12-day trip, he said, with 
hundreds of people being prayed for and 
won to Christ. Pastor Tim was invited by 
Pastor Prem, who served as his interpreter. 
     
       New Nurse ð  Congratulations to 
Angel Himala-Dizon for pass-
ing the California State Board of 
Nursing examination. Sheõs a 
recent graduate of West Coast 
College where she earned her Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing degree with highest 
honors (summa cum laude). The eldest 

daughter of Luz and Oscar Himala, she is 
married to Ronald Dizon with whom they 
have a son. She is currently working at the 
UCLA Hospital in Carson, CAé Jay-Ar 

Gamo has also successfully 
passed the state exams for regis-
tered nurses. Congratulations to 
both of you! 
 

       Youth Summer Retreat ð  Itõs a blast 
for the 40 or so churchõs young people 
when they attended the Youth Summer 
Retreat 2009 at Malibu Creek State Park, 
Malibu CA. Led by their indefatigable 
Youth Pastor Jason Ricafranca, they se-
lected òMetamorphosisó based on Romans 
12:2 as their theme. The schedule of activi-
ties, from August 4-7, while quite hectic 
focused not only on outdoor activities 
(physical) but also on spiritual matters like 
prayer, meetings, testimonies and medita-
tions. 
      Pastor Jason disclosed that the goal of 
the retreat was centered on fulfilling  the 
five-fold mission of the youth group: 1) 
Reach students and introduce to them the 
CICC youth program; 2) Connect indi-
viduals and groups to our church and one 
another through fellowship; 3) Grow to-
gether spiritually and through life by  
reading the Word of God; 4) Serve one 
another and the body through ministry and 
other activities; and, 5) Honor God in-
wardly and outwardly through our lives. 
 
        Pictorial Directory ð  Get a copy of 
the membership pictorial directory. Your 
$5 donation will help cover the cost of 
printing and enable you to get to know the 
other members of our church family. 
 
       Tree-Planting ð As part of the òclean 
environmentó campaign,ó weõll be planting 
at our own expense magnolia and other 
trees along California and Fairgrove Ave-
nues. We have already secured a tree per-
mit from the Department of Public Works 
of the County of Los Angeles. 
 
        Ministry Assignments ð Jay Ja-
cinto, Tagalog Ministry Coordi-
nator has announced that cer-
tain members have accepted the 
invitation to serve as head of the 
following groups in the Tagalog Ministry::  
Evangelism ð Mel Tongol; Fellowship ð 
Efren Estrella; Fundraising ð Richard 
Manuel; Disicpleship ð Glee Saynes; Wor-

See Around . . . . . page  4 
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ğ -  The Del Rosario clan gathered in Manila to celebrate the 
90th birth anniversary of Aida del Rosario, CICCõs oldest mem-
ber. Dori Olega, (CICC Trustee) one of the children who at-
tended the celebration told the church òhow blessed we are for 
having a wonderful mother in Nanay Ida.ó A relative extolled 
Sister Aidaõs virtues before òthe youngest to the oldest clan 
members for them to know and emulate her.ó Dori has ex-
pressed praises and thanks to God for allowing them to have a 
wonderful time of fellowship and for His sustaining grace, ena-
bling her Mom to continue to be the source of inspiration for 
her biological family, church family and friends.. 
 
ğ -  Truly, God is true to His word, that òHe is able to do im-
measurably more than we ask or imagine.ó 
This He has shown in the just-concluded Vacation Bible School. 
Thank God for  His leadership and for using His people ð the 
VBS staff, members, participants and others ð to accomplish 
God-honoring service: A total of 200 people attended, surpass-
ing last yearõs number. 
 
ğ -  Angel Himala-Dizon has expressed her deepest gratitude 
to the Lord for guiding her in her studies. She was able to gradu-
ate with a nursing degree with highest honors ð summa cum 
laude ð and was able to pass the state board exams for nursing. 
 
ğ -  Thank God for giving the youth group the opportunity to 
get away for the weekdays of August 4-7, 2009. They spent their 
summer retreat at Malibu Creek State Park, Malibu, CA com-
muning with God and focusing on ways to accomplish their 
goals. 
 
ğ -  Rosie Robles is praising God for healing. She had been 
bothered by recurring pain in the stomach and emotional stress, 
but after a series of tests and medication, her health is back to 
normal. 
 
ğ -  Join us as we commit to the Lord the following who have 
physical concerns: Ricardo òJunó Paguio, Jr. ð cancer of the 
liver; Tess Maddela ð recovery from operation of the pancreas; 
sheõs also undergoing chemotherapy; Maia Reyes-Bibler 
(daughter of Ronnie & Norma Reyes) ð kidney problem; Tess 
Santos -  eye problem; Aida del Rosario ð swollen legs; Corine 
Olega ð gallstone. 
 
ğ -  Ask the Lord to intervene on behalf of our members who 
are looking for employment: Richard Manuel, Oly Dizon, Peter 
Espartero, Mylene Caceres and Raquel Gatus. 
 
ğ -  The ògreen lightó is on as far as the second phase of our 
renovation project is concerned. Pray that the application filing 
requirements will soon be completed  in order for us to secure 

the building permit.  
 
ğ -  Continue to pray for God to call more laborers òin the 
harvest field.ó For adults and youth in our church to be sensitive 
to the call of the Holy Spirit about their involvement in world 
evangelization. 

By Chona Saynes 

T he Pastors, staff and CICC family wish to express their 
sincerest thanks to the  following: 

 
    -Mike & Marla Craig 16385 E. Gale Avenue, City of 
Industry, CA for the 163 trees and 316 plants they donated 
to CICC. The donation came in 30 gallon and 10 gallon 
containers, respectively. Special thanks to Dr. Ramsey 

Ezaki who was instrumental in securing the do-
nation for us. He also served as the means to se-
cure donation of dozens of toothbrushes which 
were distributed by the youth to the homeless and 
needy people in Los Angeles, CA. 
    -Jay Jacinto and other church men for helping 

plant trees along California and Fairgrove Avenues. This is 
part of the churchõs effort to undergird the County of Los 
Angelesõ beautification and ògreeningó campaign.  
    -VBS Volunteers whose services during the Vacation 
Bible School (VBS) held July 27-August 1 made the event 
highly successful. There were about 80 church members 
who served with their talents in different areas of assign-
ments; others gave cash and material things. 
    -Donors of Recyclable Items for helping us gather 
empty soda cans, plastic bottles and other items with CRV 
(cash redemption value). Proceeds benefit the needy mem-
bers of our daughter churches in the Philippines. 
    -Allan Barber and Family for donating of buns and 
bread whenever there are important events to celebrate at 
church. 
    -Nursery Volunteers who are now helping fill the need 
of this important ministry especially children with special 
needs. 
    -Tristan Estanislao for donating a portable public ad-
dress system, through Andy Edralin.  

A Note Of  Thanks 

ship ð Apiong San Antonio;  Ushering ð Carding de los 
Santos; Praise & Worship ð Percy Tallada; Music ð Chona 
Saynes; Visitation ð Jay Jacinto; Cell Group ð Rod Alvarez; 
Communion ð Ligaya Taruc; Sunday School ð Rolly An-
diano; Transportation ð Romy Derla; Housekeeping ð 
Remy Calanno; Special Events ð Dellie La Mott; Prayer ð 
Nora Alvaran. They will be serving in coordination with 
other church group leaders. 

Around the Congregation ... from page 3 


