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Gleeôs Glimpses 
 
By Glee S. Saynes  

CICC To Sharpen Its Focus  

On Planting New Churches  

G od has given CICC a tremen-
dous opportunity to take the 

message of salvation to all people through 
the 85 òworkersó it is regularly support-
ing. Of this number, 10 are mission pas-
tors/church planters and the rest are mis-
sionaries and ministry partners serving in 
the United States, Europe and in several 
Asian countries like the Philippines. A 
good number of them are deployed in the 
so-called 10/40 window - countries that 
are classified as less evangelized, hostile 
and even closed to the gospel. 

Itõs been CICCõs passion to sup-
port mission endeavors. It was a burden 
God placed in Pastor Paulõs heart from 
the get-go, since its inception in 1988. As 
a pastor-evangelist he knows that the 
believers and the church must step out of 
the churchõs four walls and share the gos-
pel to those without Christ. The Great 
Commission (Matt. 28:19-20) carries with 
it the responsibility on the part of the 
church to send workers to the harvest 
field and for those called to òcross all 
racial, social and cultural barriers.ó 

But the challenge he faced then 
was: while the congregation embraced his 
God-given vision, there was paucity of 
members ready to carry out this com-
mand. So, in order to keep its mission 
goal on-stream, the church started sup-
porting missionaries commissioned by 
other churches. Starting from a handful 
of beneficiaries getting mission fund sup-
port, the number increased every year. 
The three latest beneficiaries include a 
church planter in Caloocan City, Philip-
pines; a lady who is reaching out to or-
phans in Davao, Philippines; and a 
worker who is teaching English as second 
language (ESL) in South Korea. 

While church planting is also itõs 
mission goal, it was only in the mid-90õs 
that the church has put in earnest its heart 
into it. It was set off by a term in the 
agreement entered into by and between 
CICC and the Los Angeles Southern Bap-
tist Association (LASBA) when we pur-
chased the church property from the lat-
ter. One of the purchase terms called for 
CICC to establish òa maximum of five 

churches within 10 years, and for each 
church it has planted or established it 
shall receive a $50,000 creditó against the 
loan account.  In compliance,  òbirthingó 
new mission or daughter churches be-
came its top priority that even before the 
10-year period expired, it has already put 
up not five but eight new churches. The 
church received credit for the five 
churches and eventually fully paid its obli-
gation to LASBA in 2005. To date we 
have 10 growing daughter churches in the 
United States and five in the Philippines.  

I brought up this subject be-
cause the church, through the Missions 
Committee (MC), has decided to shift its 
focus on church planting work and on 
extending modest support to indigenous 
church planters. Starting July 1, 2012, 
only those doing or will do church plant-
ing work will receive regular financial 
support. 

 The rationale stems from our ex-
perience that indigenous or resident church 
planters cover a wide array of work  like soul-
winning, discipleship, serving others, building 
up the community of believers, etc. Their 
efforts,  from the churchõs perspective, carry 
more weight and speed up the multiplication 
of believers. Not only is it easy to evaluate the 
work of indigenous church planters, they also 
hold distinct advantages over foreign mission-
aries.  They are: 
1.  More knowledgeable of their countries 
history, religion and political structure.   
2.   They can communicate effectively. It will 
take years for a foreign missionary to learn the 
basics of a foreign language. 
3  Physically, they are adapted to the climate. 
4.    They do not need to live apart from their 
own people. 
                                                                      

5.    They donõt need furloughs and yearly 
vacations. They are in the field 24/7 
6.    They can survive on a modest support 
7.    They have strong passion for the spiritual 
well-being of the flock. 

Of interest to mission-sending 
churches, which could have far-reaching rami-
fication, is a report from the Christian Aid 
Mission, a non-profit organization based in 
Charlottesville, VA that òAmerican missionar-
ies are no longer allowed to work in countries 
where 90% of òunevangelizedó people are 
living.ó It is an issue that some of those we are 
supporting are now facing. 
     How then will this change affect the work-
ers currently in the church support list? They 
will continue to get support up to June 30, 
2012. Before this period expires, they will be 
notified of the churchõs decision to adopt its 
new support policy to give everyone the 
chance to raise replacement personal support. 

Church planting entails more outlay, 
but the church feels that this is the direction 
God is leading it to embrace in support of the 
effort towards global evangelization. The out-
lay for non-church planters will be shifted to 
those who will qualify under the churchõs new 
mission guidelines.  

The new guidelines, according to 
Rod Alvarez, Missions Committee Chairper-
son, shall include the list of church planters 
qualifications; church planters duties and re-
sponsibilities; areas identified for church plant-
ing work; church planters monthly financial 
support; duration of support, among others. 

Missionaries and ministry partners 
whose support will end  June 30, 2012, may 
continue to receive support (at a higher level) 
if they will do church planting work either in 
their native countries or in  foreign lands. We 

covet your prayers as the church sharpens 
its focus on planting more churches in the 
U.S. and other countries. 

 

S ummer is almost here and so 
is the school break  - class-

rooms will be closed and children 
and youth have started making 
plans for their long vacation. 
       For the church, the 
long vacation is the 
best time to offer them 
the opportunity to par-
ticipate in worthwhile 
and life-changing 
activities. Thatõs why 
for about 21 years now, the church 
has been conducting the Vacation 
Bible School (VBS), a five-day 
nightly event featuring such activi-
ties as singing, fun games, arts and 
crafts and studying the Word of 
God.  
       This year, unlike the previous 

years, the event will be held one 
month earlier ð from June 21-26 
instead of the  last week of July. It 
is due to the upcoming renovation 
of the Christian Education building 
in July this year.  
       Other than this scheduling 
move, all activities  will also be held 
daily (Monday through Friday), 
from 6-9 p.m. at the church prem-
ises. Closing program will be at the 
sanctuary June 26 (Saturday) at 9 
a.m. 

Children, 
youth and adults are 
drawn to the event 
largely because  the 
various activities im-
pact their lives. They 
get to know more 
about the other participants and 

spend fun time in fellowship and 
building circle of friends. More 
importantly, they learn about Godõs 
Word and how to live out the truth 
in their Christian faith.  

Theme for this year is: 
òSonquest Rainforest ð Follow 
Jesus on a Life-Changing Adven-
ture.ó Event director is Amy Rica-
franca. Dinah Cardenas is the assis-
tant director. She is being groomed 
to led the event next year. 
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All Is Set For VBS  

M others were honored May 9 
at the worship services in 

conjunction with the nationwide 
celebration of Motherõs Day. 
       In-charge of the event were 
the Menõs Ministry and the Youth 
Ministry led by Roel Pandino and 
Pastor Jason Ricafranca, respec-
tively. 
       At the first and worship ser-
vices, Pastor Paul talked on the 
important roles mothers play in the 
family, in the church and in the 
community. Wearing their best for 
the occasion, about 300 church 
women and their friends gathered 
at the altar and were prayed for by 
Pastor Paul. Afterward, every hon-
oree was given souvenir items. 

See Mission . . . page 4 

Mothers Honored; 
Up Next: Fathers 

See VBS. . . page 4 

This is the 2010 VBS  theme  

J oin the Race 4 Refuge 5K 
Walk/Run fund-raising event 

set for Saturday, July 24, 2010 un-
der the sponsorship of New Heart 
Community Church (NHCC) and 
churches in La Mirada, CA.  
       Pastor Danny Cortez of 
NHCC, one of CICCõs daughter 
churches, disclosed that the event 
aims to raise awareness and funds 
for the fight against human traf-
ficking. One hundred percent of 
the proceeds raised from the event 
will go toward the needs of My 
Refuge House (MRH). 
       MRH is a non-profit organiza-
tion formed to create a safe home 
to young women and children 
rescued from the injustice of hu-
man trafficking. Its administrative 
office is based in Southern Califor-

nia and staffed and maintained by 
volunteers while its aftercare home 
for women and children who have 
been victims of sex trafficking is 
located in Cebu, Philippines.    
       Pastor Danny who started 
MRH in 2008 ðwith the support of 
the congregation - said that funds 
are needed to build a new, larger 
facility on a lot donated to MRH 
by a generous donor.  Aside from 

Fundraiser To 
Benefit MRH  

 

Sunday 
Tagalog Service 

8:00 a.m. 
Youth Service 

9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. 
English Service 

11:00 a.m. 
ñKoinoniaò-Fellowship 

1:00 p.m. 
Choir Practice 

2:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday 
Prayer Warriorsô 

Meeting 
10 a.m. 

Cell Groups/Home  
Bible Study 

(Various Locations) 
7:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesday 
Mid-Week Prayer  

Meeting 
7:30 p.m. 

 
Thursday 

Cell Groups/Home  
Bible Study 

(Various Locations) 
7:30 p.m. 

 

Friday 
Prayer Warriorsô 

Meeting 
10 a.m. 

Cell Groups/Home  
Bible Study 

(Various Locations) 
7:30 p.m. 

 

Saturday 
Praise & Worship  

Practice 
8 -12 a.m. 

Dawn Prayer Meeting 
& 

Menôs Fellowship 
(Every 1st Saturday of 

the month) 
5:30-9:30 a.m. 

Weekly  
Schedule 

See Refuge . . . . page 7 

Amy Ricafranca 

Dinah Cardenas  
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J une is here. Three events come to 
mind: Fatherõs Day, graduation and 

summer vacation. These are yearly events 
that involve the family. I wish I can deal 
on all three events but due to time and 
space limitations, I will just deal on the 
first event for two reasons ð I am a father 
myself and I believe fathers play an im-
portant role in building a successful, 
healthy family. 
 

       In the scriptures, God gives us, 
through the Apostle Paul, principles on 
how to be effective fathers. In his letter to 
the Ephesians and Colossians, his instruc-
tion is simple but profound: òhusbands, 
love your wiveséó (Eph. 5:25; cf. Col. 
3:19). This will be easy to follow if you 
practice what the preceding verse (v.21) 
says: òbe subject to one another in the 
fear of  Christ.ó No ifõs or butõs. It is 
Godõs command. Understand that the 
theme of Ephesians 5:22 ð 6:4 is submis-
sion. Fathers are not exempted from this 
rule. This passage and 1 Corinthians 13 
clearly describe what submission and love 
between couples should be. Love, espe-
cially fatherly love, should be like the love 
of Christ for the church: 
   -unchangeable ð John 13:1 
   -divine ð John 15:9 
   -self-sacrificing ð John 15:13 
   -enduring ð Romans 8:25 
   -constraining ð 2 Cor. 5:14 
       This is the pattern or model for the 
husband in loving his wife. 
       All of us men who have experienced 
the saving power of Christ and the tender 
love of God, in order to have a continu-
ous loving relationship with our spouses, 
should remember that: 
 
       Godõs love is selfless, sacrificial (Eph. 
5:25, Acts 20:28, John 15:13). òYou hus-
bands likewise, live with your wives in an 
understanding way, as with a weaker ves-
sel, since she is a woman;  and grant her 
honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, 
so that your prayers may not be hin-
dered.ó Our relationship with our life 
partner is not about who is superior or 
inferior, it is not who is stronger or 
weaker. The husband is the head of the 
household because God commanded it to 
be so, and because she is the weaker ves-
sel, the wife deserves to be protected. This 
is our responsibility as well as privilege. 
 
       Godõs love is pure (Eph. 5:25-27). 
Notice the words òsanctify,ó òcleanse,ó 
òwashing,ó òno spot,ó òno wrinkle,ó 
òholy,ó òwithout blemish.ó We should not 
defile or dishonor the one we love. We 
should be careful with what we read, what 
we watch on television, the movies, inter-
net. Do not expose her or any member of 
our family to such trash or garbage. In-

stead, read the Word of God together and 
pray together. This will bring you closer to 
God and strengthen your relationship 
with one another. 
       Godõs love is nurturing (Eph. 5:28-30). 
As Christ cherishes and nourishes the 
church, so we are exhorted to do the same 
to our wives. As we love our own selves, 
we are admonished to love our wives the 
same way. Remember, when you got mar-
ried, you became one. (Gen. 2:24; Eph. 
5:31). Take time to do something to meet 
her needs ð familial or personal ð to make 
her happy. Someone has said, òhappy 
wife, happy life.ó 
 
       Godõs love is enduring (Rom 8:35). 
Our love for our wives should be 
òunbreakableó or òinseparable.ó Christ 
emphasized the permanence of marriage 
as recorded in Matthew 19:6: òSo then, 
they are no longer two but one flesh. 
Therefore what God has joined together, 
let no man separate.ó This union is both 
physical and spiritual. This union em-
braces our emotions, intellect, body, per-
sonalities, interests and these should mold 
us as one. When we, fathers, are what we 
should be to our wives, we become strong 
pillars in our family. 
 
       This Fatherõs Day and everyday, live 
the kind of love God has for the family. 
This will not only 
strengthen your family, it will honor and 
glorify Christ ð the strong Pillar of every 
family. 
 Happy Fatherõs Day and may 
Godõs blessings be upon you and your 
family. 

Fathers:  Pillars of the Family  

Rev. Paul T. Lacanilao  
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CornerstoneLP  

Listen to the  Pastor sermons 
and worship music archive at  

CornerstoneLaPuente.com  
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T he theme being tackled in Youth ser-
vice for the months of May and June 

is about the church. We hope to address 
some very important questions that may 
not commonly pop up in young peopleõs 
minds, questions like: òWhy are we here?ó 
òWhat is our purpose for attending 
church?ó What does the Bible have to say 
about church?ó For the past month or so, 
we have talked about unity in the church 
through common love and using several 
examples found in the book of Acts. We 
have also touched on how we as believers 
have been given different gifts, not for our 
own personal glory, not as superpowers but as 
special giftings or skills for the purpose of 
edifying one another and building up the 
body of Christ (for the glory of God alone). 
 This past Sunday I had 
the opportunity to listen to our 
guest speaker Justin Lacanilao 
(Senior Pastor of E L Interna-
tional Christian Church in Pasa-
dena) as he spoke to our youth 
on the topic of church as it relates to us in 

this present day. As I sat and listened to his 
sermon he spoke on something that struck 
me deep in the heart. A prelude to his 
point went something like, òWhy do we go 
to church? Is it solely to worship God?ó As 
I pondered these questions, Justin added 
that the original church in the book of Acts 
didnõt necessarily come to church to wor-
ship God. In essence, it was already em-
bedded in their lives that whether it was 
Sunday (or whatever day they gathered for 
church) or Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
etcé The early church lived in a constant 
worshipful manner. 
      Worship to God was a lifestyle, and 
what Justin added was that church in some 
ways is not just worship to God (because it 
is expected that we worship God with eve-
rything and everyday), but the reason why 
we come to church is to build one another 
up, to learn, and in a stronger sense ð to be 
equipped to continue to proclaim the GOS-
PEL to those outside the church. 
     What strikes me at the core is that it can 
become overwhelmingly easy to get into 

the groove or even the mindset that church 
is òjust churchó and we come here to wor-
ship and praise the Lord, that we forget the 
community aspect, the need for commu-
nal living between the people of Christ.  
      The dangerous side to coming to 
church for the sake of coming and not 
being involved (whether that is through 
interacting with Sunday School class, Bible 
studies, lunch fellowship, etc.) is that not 
plugging into church activities does not 
allow us as believers to grow in our faith 
together, to use our experiences and our 
special giftings to build one another up in 
the faith. 
      A curious question and one that I sup-
pose Iõll close with is this: òWhere do you 
fit into the overall workings of the church 
community at Cornerstone La Puente? Or 
perhaps the church you are currently in 
connection with? Are you a moving piece of  
the body?ó 

A Perspective On ñChurchò 

NHCC, two other churches in La 
Mirada ð Redeemer Church and Gra-
nada Heights Friends Church ð are co-
sponsoring the event which is expected 
to draw 150-200 participants.     
      Registration begins at 8 a.m. Walk/
run begins at 9 a.m. The 3.1 mile route, 
which will start and end at Redeemer 
Church on the corner of Imperial High-
way and Cordova Street,  is expected to 
be completed in three hours. Redeemer 
Church will provide entertainment, food 
and beverages. 
      Race 4 Refuge will be facilitated by 
key leaders of La Mirada churches in-
cluding volunteers and vendors. 
      Prospective participants may request 
others to sponsor your 5K walk/run. 
Your participation will help raise funds 
and awareness by walking together with 
many others who want sex trafficking to 
stop. 

Fundraiser from page 1 

Youth Corner  
By Pastor Jason Ricafranca  

rona, CA with the help of his core group. 
 He recently started a new church 
work ð Living Water Christian Church ð in 
Rancho Belago, CA, a city not far from Mo-
reno Valley. It seeks to reach out to Filipinos 
and other ethnic groups in the area and 
nearby cities. 
 CCF of Corona is seeking to 
enlarge its membership base through various 
methods of evangelism and at the same time 
raise matured and Christ-centered members 
for Godõs service. They are also raising 
funds to enable them to buy a facility for  
worship and other activities. 

to have a strong impact in the community 
through CICF and the life-changing mes-
sage of the Gospel.ó 

CCF Corona �«  from page 4 

CICF of Hemet �«  from page 4 

June 2010 
1   - Michael Estacio 
2   - Chona Saynes  
3   - Michael & Lucy Lacanilao �±WA; Willie & 
Eloisa Pineda �± WA; Gener & Hermie 
Villanueva �± WA 
4   - Danny Filio 
5   - Ed Aldana 
6   - Nicole Edralin ; Manny & Patria Bangalan 
�±WA; Ronnie Aquino 
7   - Robert Poblete; Bianca Pandino  
8   - Ricky Cruz; Claire Ortinero 
9   - Pastor Leo & Chato de la Cruz �±WA;  
Moira Kelly Millan 
10 �±Raul & Fe Medina �±WA; Rejoyce Manuel 
11 �± Abeth Guzman 
14 �± Sean Cheesman; Marilyn Ocampo; Tim 
Guloy; Del Valderrama; Jessica Monzon 
15 �± Rod & Julie Alvarez �± WA; Joshualyn 
Ocampo; Raymond Santos 
16 �± Tom & Letty Lomat �±WA;  Jun Ocampo 
18 �± Mark C. Lacanilao 
19 �± Christopher Perez 
20 �± Cristina Lucero; Eric Gatchalian 
21 �± Amy Ricafranca; Daric Dave 
22 �± Einar Gatchalian 
23 �± Andy Edralin; Efren Estrella 
24 �± August & Racel Bernardino �±WA; R.J. 
Manuel; Jay-ar Gamo  
25 �± Ruben Mendoza 
26 �± K.C. Cortez 
28 �± Vince Ferrer 
29 �± Linda Adriano; Carding Cortez 


