
S unday, December 6, 2009 was a red-
letter day for CICC as it celebrated its 

21st year of ministry in La Puente, CA.    
       Joining the congregation in the whole-
day celebration were scores of guests, visi-
tors and family members who came from 
far-flung places. 
       The celebration started off with wor-
ship celebrations in the morning, followed 
by fellowship lunch at noon, and a musical 
thanksgiving program in the afternoon. 
Participants in the afternoon program were 
church members and representatives of 
CICCõs daughter churches. 
       Theme of the celebration was òThe 
Holiness of God.ó 
       Rev. Wilfredo òDongó Adriano, a vis-
iting pastor from the Philippines, gave the 

message at the first and second worship 
services. 
      In his anniversary message, Pastor Paul 
T. Lacanilao, who founded the church in 
1988 along with about 60 members, said 
that the òcelebration is especially meaning-
ful considering that we have now grown in 
stature approved of God and blessed by 
God. Twenty one connotes independence 
and free from parental control. But because 
this is Godõs ministry, we will continue to 
rely and depend upon Him for guidance 
and leading.ó 
       A predominantly Filipino-American 
church, CICC is affiliated with the South-
ern Baptist Convention, the largest Chris-
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Scores attend CICCõs 21st 

Anniversary Celebration  

T wenty eight church members re-
ceived certificates following their 

completion of the òBasic Training Course 
on Evangelismó held at the church on 
September 27, October 18 and 25, and 
November 15 and 21, 2009. 
       Mel Tongol, one of the church lay 
leaders, led the two-hour five-session 
training. 
       The training, which will be on con-
tinuing basis, is aimed at teaching the 

members the importance of 
reaching out to unbelievers 
in obedience to the Great 
Commission. It is also de-
signed to help the partici-
pants (1) increase their un-
derstanding of the gospel; 

(2) increase their skill at presenting the 
gospel; and, (3) increase their effective-
ness in communicating the gospel. 
       Topics taught include: basis for evan-
gelism, importance of witnessing, steps to 
success in soul-winning, and how to share 
Godõs  plan of salvation. Included in ses-
sions were DVD presentation of materi-
als taken from  òThe Way of the Masteró 
produced by Kirk Cameron, the leading 
man in the much-acclaimed film titled 
òFireproofó and Ray Comfort, a pastor-
evangelist and author of the book òHellõs 
Best Kept Secret.ó 
       Pastor Paul T. Lacanilao, who lent 
support to Mel, disclosed that a series of 
trainings will done next year under the 
concept of TEAM, an acronym for 

T he invitations are already out! You and 
your loved ones are invited to come to 

CICC to see the Childrenõs Choir presenta-
tion of the musical called òThe Best Christ-
mas Present Ever.ó  
       The dates: Saturday, December 19, at 5 
p.m. and Sunday, December 20, 2009 at 8 
a.m. and 11 a.m. 
       The 45-member Childrenõs Choir is 
under the leadership of Lenee Pandino. The 
group has been practicing since the middle 
of this year not only to teach them how to 
sing but to train them to serve the Lord 
with their gifts and talents. 
        The presentation is overflowing with 
colorful characters, plenty of humor, and a 
clever story. Most of all, it has an evangelis-
tic message. The message will challenge the 
audience to respond to Jesus when He 
knocks on the door of their heart. 
        Bring the children and loved ones 
among you. Wave at the children when you 

28 Members Complete 
Evangelism Training 

See Evangelism . . . . page 6 

T he second phase of the churchõs reno-vation project is moving right along!      
       Dario Ricafranca, chairperson of the 
churchõs building committee, disclosed that 
òour application for a zoning permit has 
recently been approved by the Department 
of Regional Planning, County of Los Ange-
lesó and that the preparation of structural 
calculation and structural details are now in 
the hands of an architect and a draftsman. 

See Musicale . . . page 6 See Renovation  . . . page 6 

Renovation Project 

Given òGoó Signal 

Children Musicale  

Set December 19 & 20 

See Anniversary  . . . page 5 
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B 
rethren and Friends of CICC: 
 
       On behalf of our church fam-

ily, I wish to extend my heartfelt greetings 
to everyone on the occasion of our 21st 
anniversary celebration. This celebration is 
especially meaningful considering that we 
have now grown in stature approved of 
God and blessed by God. Twenty one 
connotes independence and free from 
parental control. But because this is Godõs 

ministry, we will continue to rely and de-
pend upon Him for guidance and leading. 

Twenty one years of service in 
His earthly kingdom is, by our own stan-
dard, already an achievement. But if we 
look around our sphere of influence and 
beyond the shores, we could see that there 
is much, much more tasks to be done. In 
a lot of ways, this celebration is a time: 
 
   T   To focus on our theme òThe Holi-
ness of Godó to remind us that the moral 
ideal especially for every Christian is to 
live out the holy character of  God as re-
flected by His Son, Jesus Christ.  

 

 T   To express our thanks to the Lord 
for the opportunity He has given us to 
launch a church in this city. It wasnõt easy 
at first, but by His power and grace, we 
have overcome the challenges along the 
way. It is because of His faithfulness that 
we are now counting the many things He 
blessed us with over the years. They are 
too numerous to mention, but let me just 
cite a few and thank Him for allowing us 
(1)  to own this 1.2-acre property; (2) to 
complete the renovation of the sanctuary; 
(3) to minister to the spiritual needs of 
people in the community and other cities 
in Southern California; (4) to go out to 
other countries like the Philippines in 
obedience to the Great Commission of 
Jesus Christ that resulted in winning thou-
sands of souls for Christ and at the same 
time extending medical and dental services 
to the needy; (5) to disciple believers to 
become mature in the faith and in the 
likeness of Christ; (6) to share Godõs love 
and message through the pulpit, evangel-
ism, Bible studies, Vacation Bible School, 
Sunday School and other platforms; (7) to 
bring hope to the broken-hearted and 
hurting; (8) to raise up young and new 
spiritual leaders to prepare them to take 
over the mantle of responsibility in the 
near future; (8) to empower the church to 
extend prayer and financial support  to 75 
missionaries serving here and in other 
countries, apart from the pastors of six 
mission churches; and so on. 

 

 T   To remind us that òHe who began 
a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Je-
susó (Phil. 1:6). It is fitting to remind our-
selves of three things. First, it was the 
Lord who willed that we begin a church in 
this community to bring His light in the 
hearts of those living in darkness. Now we 
see many of them worshiping the God of 
the Bible and themselves helping spread 
the Good News with others. Second, it is 
the Lord who will continue to watch over 
us as we pursue the tasks God has given 
us to do. In  doing so, let us bear in mind 
that the tasks are His, not ours. They will 
continue to be done His way and provi-
sions not through our methods and terms. 
Third, we can trust God to complete what 
He started. Our faithful God will always 
be there for us! 

 

 T  To look forward to another 21 years 
of faithful service. As we do, we are rely-
ing upon God to help us scale new 
heights of service and expansion of efforts 
in soul-winning, church planting, disci-
pling, serving others in Christõs name, and 
supporting missions work. We are trusting 
God to help us reach others for Christ not 
only in our community but also in other 
places. We are believing that He will in-
crease our mission or daughter churches 
from 15 to 25 within the next ten years. 
We are also looking to the Lord to em-
power us to have 1,000 regular worshipers 
every Sunday including new equipment 
and improved facilities like the Christian 
Education building to fulfill our God-
given vision.  

As we transition to another year, 
may we continue to claim his promise in 
Psalm 37:4-5 (New Century Version): 
òEnjoy serving the Lord, and he will give 
you what you want. Depend on the Lord; 
trust him, and he will take care of you.ó 
Yes, God will give us the desires of our 
heart! 

May this time of celebration 
bring renewed awe and reverence in the 
holiness of our Lord. May our joy in serv-
ing Him overflow to others. And may we 
translate into action our divine assignment 
of winning more souls for the Kingdom.  
òTo God be the glory. Great things He 
has done.ó  

Our Faithful God Will 

Always Be There For Us 

Rev. Paul T. Lacanilao  
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sion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through 
church planting and other methods of evangel-
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They Were With Us: Josh 
Tongol, former CICC youth 
pastor, paid us a visit and spoke  

November 8 at the first and second ser-
vices. Now based in the Philippines as a 
missionary, he was here for a month to 
visit family members, friends, supporters 
and co-alumni at Biola University where 
he obtained his masterõs degree. He also 
gave a report on what he is doing for God 
in answer to His call. He is the son of 
church lay leaders Mel and Ohrie Ton-
goléDong Adriano, a visiting pastor 

from the Philippines, was the 
guest preacher during the 
churchõs 21st anniversary cele-
bration. He is the son of Linda 
Adriano, a choir member, and 

older brother of CICC Music Director 
Rosalie Adrianoé Paul Ignacio, also 
one of our partners in min-
istry, gave an update of his 
work in HIS 10/40 
(Helping Indigenous Ser-
vants in the 10/40 window. 
The 10/40 window refers to 
the partially evangelized and unevangel-
ized countries in Asiaé Romy   Ignacio, 
a former Sunday School teacher and Bible 
study leader who is now living in the Phil-
ippines with his wife, came for a visit. He 
is currently reaching out to prisoners in 
the National Penitentiary in Muntinlupa, 
Metro Manila to win them to the saving 
knowledge of our Lord. 
  

      Milestone: Ashley turned òoneó 
November 18th and a party 
for family and church mem-
bers was hosted by her par-
ents Joe and Grace Lim at 
the Grand Avenue Park, 
Chino Hills, CAé With 
friends, relatives, family members and 
other well-wishers around, Celia Robes 
celebrated her 70th birthday with a party 
hosted by her loved ones at the residence 
of August and Racel Robes-
Bernardino. She and her husband, Rudy, 
and their son, Ogie and his family, are 

regular members of CICC. 
  

         Married: Floser Gaddi and Fre-
derick Ramos exchanged òI doõsó at a 
simple wedding ceremony held November 
21, 2009 at 11 a.m. at the sanctuary. Pas-
tor Paul T. Lacanilao officiated. The eld-
est daughter of Mar and Atang Gaddi-
Ocampo, Floser sings in the Tagalog 
Choir. The groom, who works in the 
County of Los Angeles, is the son of Rev. 
and Mrs. Armando and Sarah Ramos. He 
was a retired Baptist pastor.  
Following the ceremony, their guests, 
friends, family and churchmates were 
served delicious Filipino food at the CICC 
Fellowship Center. Jay Jacinto and Chona 
Saynes stood as covenant witnesses. 

  
      Debutante: Mirajoy 
Beringuel turned ò18ó and 
was formally introduced to 
society during a debutante 
party held November 21, 
2009 at Pacific Palms pavilion, City of 
Industry, CA. Her court included friends 
and schoolmates. A fourth year high 
school student at Colony High School, 
Ontario, CA, she is the daughter of Ed 
and Beth Beringuel. 
  

       Taboo Night: The youth group led 
by Pastor Jason Ricafranca had a suc-
cessful event called òTaboo Night.ó  Pas-
tor Justin Lacanilao of E L International 
Church in Pasadena, CA gave the message 
about the realities of suicide before par-
ents and youth group members and their 
friends. The purpose of the event is òto 
raise awareness as well as educate the 
church in areas of life commonly dis-
cussed outside of church but rarely ever 
within.ó The event consisted of dinner 
fellowship, video testimony by Belle Cabi-
ling, prayer for the broken, message, and 
group prayer. Beth Beringuel prepared the 
food for the guests and youth members. 

  
       òHarvest Nightó: This alternative 
event to Halloween is celebrated by the 

Pastorsô sermons archived at:: 
CornerstoneLaPuente.com 

church every year (October 31st) since the 
mid-ô90õs. Itõs purposes are: (a) to project the 
good image of the church to the community 
by opening its doors to them; (b) to offer 
fun games,  free entertainment rides and 
other activities to draw the children away 
from doing òtrick or treat stuffó which is of 
pagan origin; (c) to witness to people 
through relationship cultivation and distribu-
tion of gospel tracts. 

 Only one area of the premises (the 
parking lot was not used for rides), and the 
number of entertainment equipment rented 
was reduced to lessen expenses, still large 
throngs of people were present. The youth 
group provided gospel music while Youth 
Pastor Jason Ricafranca shared Godõs mes-
sage to the crowd. Game  booths were set-
up and manned by volunteers. Candies were 
also given to the children. 
 Mel Tongol and several volunteers 
handed out dozens of gospel tracts to give 
more impetus to the churchõs evangelism 
program. Event coordinators were Roel and 
Lenee Pandino. They were assisted by sev-
eral youth and adult volunteers. 

Passing: Remedios Manuel, a 
regular worshiper in the Tagalog service, has 
died of complications. She underwent heart 
bypass operation and for several weeks had 
been at church. She was 63. Her remains 
were brought by her son Richard and 
daughter Sofia to Lingayen, Philippines and 
buried there. She was survived by her hus-
band, Salvador, 12 children and several 
grandchildren 




