ixty boxes containing clothes, blankets,

shoes, canned goods and other items  Paul said that “God has blessed us so much

were sent by the church to the flood vic-
tims in the Philippines through the local
church pastors and lay leaders, it was dis-
closed by Pastor Paul Lacanilao.

It also sent financial support of $1,260
to Pastor Mike T. La- -
canilao, head of the Chris-
tian Growth Ministries
(CGM) based in Quezon
City, Philippines. CGM
will be conducting separate
relief goods distribution to
flood victims.

The amount was part
of the love gift given by CICC members to
help meet the needs of the people in the
calamity-stricken areas while the other part
was given to a family in West Covina, CA.

In appealing to the congregation to

support the church’s relief effort, Pastor

here in America; therefore, we must also
bless others especially those in need.”
The boxes were channeled to Joval
Labata of Community Church of Las Pinas,
Metro Manila, Philippines who will then-
1 contact the other beneficiaries
¥| or donees, among them are:
Cornerstone Christian Church
of Caloocan City and Corner-
stone Christian Church of
Valenzuela City. Both are
daughter churches of CICC.
| The other recipient is the
Tribes In Asia Ministries
headed by Rey Awatin, who himself is also
a flood victim. Ray Dumandan, owner of
Cargo Link International, a freight forward-
ing company, absorbed part of the cost of
shipping the boxes.

They are some of the church members who helped
packed the boxes sert to the flood vidims.

wenty five church lay leaders and
members are currently taking the
five-session “Basic Training
" | Course (BTC) on Evangelism’
== || being held at the Fellowship

Leading the training is Mel
Tongol, a lay leader who has had extensive
| 7

by Raquel Montes

t was a hot Sunday afternoon. | could

still hear the giggles of excited women
as they assembled at the parking lot.
Theyre excited because they would soon
be journeying to an unfamiliar place to
attend the church-sponsored Women's
Retreat. Some had been to retreats beford
while others are joining for the first time.

From the parking area, 40 women

and three men - with suitcases full of per-
sonal belongings in tow, and hearts filled
with high hopes of finding rest in God
and relaxation from the busyness of daily
lives - took off to ldyiiwild, CA for an
overnight retreat set September 6-7, 2009
at Tahquitz Pines Christian Conference

hat is the next point of commit-

of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obeyeventhing | have commanded
you...” (Matthew 28:19-20).

Water baptism is the new believer's first
opportunity “to obey Christ and testify

ment after a person confesses Jesusbne’s commitment to walk in the new life

lordship in his or her life? Answer: Water
baptism.

In His Great Commission, Jesus told
His disciples: “Therefore go and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizingthem in the
 name of the Father, and of the Son and

and belief in the Trinity.”

It was a happy and meaningful time in
the church when 11 candidates took the
necessary step of following the Lord in
water baptism.

The ceremony was held Sunday, Octo-
ber 18, 2009 right after the third service, in
the baptismal pool temporarily set up near
the Fellowship Center. Pastor Paul, who
officiated the baptismal service, briefed the
candidates earlier in the day about the im-
portance of baptism, one of the church’'s
ordinances.

Alex and Jenny Cruz and the members
of their household — Alexis E phraim,.
Jedidiah, Joreh and Shalom headed the list




he term “harmony’ is easy to under-

stand but hard to put into applica-
tion. It will help us a lot if we go a little
deeper to understand the meaning of the
word. Let's go to Webster dictionary — “a
combination of parts into a pleasing or
orderly whole; agreement in feeling, ac-
tion, ideas, interests, etc.; peaceable or
friendly relations.” This virtue is very
much needed at home, in church, at the
workplace and anywhere if we want to
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accomplish great things. This is applicable
to any situation in life. But with this issue,
let me zero in on marriage — the relation-
ship between husband and wife. | person-
ally believe that the key to a wonderful,
happy family is to see that husband and
wife live harmoniously with each other.

In Ephesians 5:21, 22, 25, we have
these teachings: “submitting yourselves
one to another in the fear of the Lord;
wives, submit yourselves unto your own
husbands ... husbands, love your wives,
even as Christ loved the church and gave
Himself for it.” Even without further
commentary or explanation, as husband
and wife brought together by God and
under the authority of God adhere to
these teachings, harmony can be experi-
enced at home — no ifs, no buts.

God, from the beginning, gave us
principles in the scriptures that are worka-
ble. He brought the husband and wife
together, not to create trouble for each
other, but to live in peace and harmony.

What eats anay peace in your relation-
ships? Sarcasm, putting down each other
through negative words, angry looks, outbursts
of anger, abusive words and actions. Maybe
you are wondering how you can end these
misunderstandings, even thinking the situation
can never change. But let me encourage you
today — it CAN be changed for the better —
with the help of God. He has ALL the power
to give you that beautiful turnabout even if you
quarrel day in and day out. God IS able. Trust
Him fully.

From the New Testament, let us go to
the Old Testament, to the book of Proverbs.
This book is a book of instructions. This is
commonly called the “wisdom literature.” The
wisdom of Solomon has surpassed the wisdom
of all the people of the East and all the wisdom
of Egypt (1 Kings 4:40), and so it is good to
heed his teachings. Solomon, in two simple
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within. It penetrates. The word “built”
means restored; has the idea of re-building
something so that it flourishes once again.

The second ingredient isunderstanding,
responding with insight. Instead of taking
comments personally and fighting back,
you weigh things with perspective (the
power or ability to think, learn or judge).
The word “established’ means set in or-
der, putting something back into an up-
right position, something that was once
leaning, falling or twisted.

The third ingredient is Kk nowledge.
It is learning with perception, having a
teachable spirit, willing to listen, desirous
to discover — to find out what is really
there. It processes the truth. The word
“filled” means fulfillment, ever abundant
satisfaction. The constant pursuit of the
truth makes that happen. “Precious and
pleasant riches,” these are things that last
— happy memories, positive and whole-
some attitudes, acceptance, mutual respect
and good relationship.

Did you notice that these words have
nothing to do with physical, mental and
financial gain? Why crack your head about
financial or material wealth when you
knowthat your home is in disarray? Re-
member that song, “a house is not a
home?” You don't need to work yourself
to the bones just so you can have more
than one car, high tech gadgets, and all
those “new things” — things that you
covet, believing those will make you
happy. Coveting those materials will just
add to your burdens. Instead work to-
wards making your house into a home.

Is your home deteriorating? Is there
team spirit? Mutual relationship? Since
you cannot force everybody at home to
change, start the change with yourself. Go

verses of Proverbs 24:3-4, tells us that we need to God, confess your sins and shortcom-

three essential ingredients in order to turn a
house into a happy home. The New American
Standard version of verse 3 says, “by wisdom a
house is built, and by understanding it is estab-
lished; verse 4 says, “and by knowledge the
rooms are filled with all precious and pleasant
riches.”

First ingredient — wisdomWisdom is
seeing with discernment (remember this is
godly wisdom), it is the power of judging
rightly and following the soundest course
of action. It does not ignore what is deep

ings and ask for His forgiveness. Then go
to your spouse, pray together sincerely.
Strive to demonstrate in your life the three
ingredients that Solomon gave us — wis-
dom, understanding and knowledge.

Remember, you cannot do it by your-
self, but GOD CAN. He can help you
have HARMONY in your relationship, in
your home. God bless you, your spouse
and your family!



Pastor Ale-
jandro Floresand his wife, Marlene,
missionaries based in Digos, Davao, Phil-
ippines spoke August 16, 2009 at the Tag-
alog worship senvice and gave an update
of their work.

They presented photos of their projects as
well as the orphans they are senving in
their orphanage.

RecentArrivals: Loring Austria,
a regular attendee at the Tagalog service,
just got back from the Philippines. She’s
settling in the U.S. for good ... Baby
Abendanoand her sons,Jasonand Jig-
ger arrived recently after visiting their
next of kin in Manila ... Cora Amoresis
back after more than a month’s stay with
loved ones in the Philippines. Chilet Gru-
enbergand Rudy & Celia Robesare
also back from their vacation in the Phil-
ippines.

Passings Porfirio Perry”’Dalao,

father of Raquel Montes, has
died of pneumonia. He was 76.
Perry has had diabetes for years
and suffered a stroke that para-

lyzed one-half of his body. He
is survived by his wife, Lourdes; children
Cindy Jacinto, Margie Gustafson, Raquel
Montes, in-laws and nine grandchildren.
Memorial service, officiated by Associate
Pastor Val Montes, was held August 28,
2009 at 7 p.m. at the sanctuary. His re-
mains were cremated. . .Ricardo Paguio,
Jr., aformer member of the Tagalog
Praise and Worship Team died September
23, 2009 of liver cancer. Before he died,
Jun wes telling fellow believers that “I am
ready to meet my maker and | don't need
chemotherapy.” He was 54. Pastor Paul
Lacanilao officiated the memorial service
held at Halley Olsen Murphy Chapel in
Lancaster, CA. The Tagalog Choir led by
Josie Lacanilao sang two songs, the Lising
family (Bernie, Clarisse and Vanessa) also
sang two songs while Glee Saynes gave a
brief testimony about Jun. He is survived
by his wife, Priscilla, children, brothers

(Fred, Eddie and Nelson), parents Ri-
cardo, Sr. and Auring Paguio), in-lans,
nephews and nieces. His remains were

a prayer of thanksgiving to the Lord on be-
half of the couple and family members.
Marriage Renewal Ray and Luz
Guadron celebrated their
25th wedding anniversary
recently. Pastor Paul officiated
their renewal of vows cere-
mony—attended by friends
and loved ones—held at the CICC sanctu-

ary.

cremated.

Milestone: Dellie La Mott, who

turned 76 September 5, 2009,
treated the congregation to a free
lunch during the Sunday
(September 6) lunch hour.

Dedicated to the Lord Mikayla
and Sean Michael Cheesmardaughter
and son of Mark & Maureen Cheesman;
during the dedication service held at the
sanctuary recently. Guests were enter-
tained at a restaurant in Rancho Cuca-
monga, CA. Grandparents are Lou and
Sarah Cheesman...Aaron Phillip
Pinuela, son of Alfie & Anna; during a
ceremony held October 13 at the sanctu-
ary. Pastor Paul officiated. Family mem-
bers and guests were treated for lunch at a
West Covina, CA restaurant.

Web Master We invite you to log

on to our improved website:
CornerstoneLaPuente.com.
Audio recordings of sermons,
music and special events can

be played and downloaded.
You can also read the latest news and
articles in our church newsletter. Michael
Jacinto, our sound engineer, is also our
web master.

Operated On Remy Manue|
mother of Richard Manuel, is recuperating
from a quadruple heart by-pass operation
at USC Hospital... Robert Poblete also
a church member, underent successful
operation — triple bypass - at the Inter-
Community Hospital in Covina, CA.

Housewarming: Rolando & Flor
Reyeshosted the Prayer Warriors group
at their newhome on 8668 Quiet Wood
St., Chino, CA. After the prayer meeting,
Pastor Paul led the meditation and offered

The CICC Choir, led by Music Director Rosalie
Adriano, sang during the 3rd anniversary celebretid
Valley Springs Fil-Am Community Church in
Fresno, CA. SVFACC is a CICC daudhter church.
Pastor is Dave Mortiz.

Neiman Gatus and Aaron Tallada showcase their
talent duing the  Youth“Coffee Night” event heltl
the church gound..

Members and leaders of the Renewed Y outh Ministry
and guest performers took a break for a photmsessi



Praises & Thanksgiving

Participants in the recent Women's Spiritual Re-
treat were so ecstatic about their “mountaintop” ex perience,
praising God for allowing them to be refreshed by H is word and
enabling them to spend quality time of building up and encour-
aging one another.

The Basic Training Course (BTC) on witnessing
and evangelism being spearheaded by Mel Tongol is ashot in
the arm, so to speak, as far as the church’s evandsm program
is concerned. The BTC aims to equip the “saints” to continue
on the work Jesus left on earth — to be His “witnesses” in our
community, our country, other countries and to the ends of the
earth. Thank God for using him to train others!

Planting of trees along California and Fairgrove
Avenues and in some spots within our premises are amost
done. Praise God for leading a group of men (Jay Jainto,
Apiong San Antonio, Jun Cardenas, George Marte andRod
Alvarez) to help perk up and beaLtify our surroundi  ng.

The congregation’s response to Pastor Paul's call
to extend help to the flood victims in the Philippi nes was imme-
diate and spontaneous. The amount we collected, incash and in
kind, were sent to pastors and church lay leaders based in Metro
Manila. Thank God for your generosity — for blessin g those in
dire need with your gifts through our church. It wa s Jesus who
said: “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for o ne of the least
of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”

Remy Manuel and Robert Poblete are praising and

thanking God for their respective by-pass operatio n (heart).
They are nowwell on the road to full recovery.

Prayer Concerns

/E Lift up to the Lord the second phase of our reno-
vation project. Pray that the application for a per mit to upgrade
the Christian E ducation building, including the con  struction of
room addition to the use of the CICC Choir will not  take long;
that no additional requirements will be required by the County
Regional Planning Office.

FE Keep in your prayers the flood victims in the Phil ip-
pines especially those who lost their loved ones ard belongings,
those displaced and those relying on the benevolene of others.
Pray that the relief goods, supplies and other donated items
coming from foreign donors will not fall into wong  hands; that
businessmen will not resort to price-gouging to tak e advantage

of the situation.

/AE A number of our members are still out of job. Pray
that the economy may improve sooner than expected and for
God to open up new opportunities for them to get em ployed.

/ Intercede on behalf of the following who have
health issues: Jenny Orendain; Mike Olega (pancredtis); Tess
Maddela (fallopian tube problem); Vic Maddela (panc reatic can-
cer); James Phillip (cancer of the spine); Sue Fakiher (back
problem)

/E Pray for the upcoming events: Harvest Night
(Saturday, October 31); Worship Through Music (Sunday, No-
vember 22); Thanksgiving celebration (Wednesday, November
25, 2009, 7:30 p.m.); “Evenpody's Birthday’ (Sunchy, Novenm+
ber 29); CICC's 23 Anniversary Celebration (Sunday, Decem-
ber 6) Children’s Cantata (December 19-20).

- ye therefore perfect, even as our Father in heaven is
perfect — Matthew 5:48

- still and knowthat | am God — Psalm 46:10

- not afraid, only believe — Mark 5:36

- of good cheer —Ads 23:11

- ye kind one to another — E phesians 4:32

- thou my strong habitation — Psalms 71:3

- patient — James 5.7

- glad and rejoice —Rewelation 19:7

- ye transformed by the renewing of your mind— Ro-
mans 12:2

- of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart
— Psalms 31:24



f one were to visit the CICC Youth Cen-

ter, one won't miss the mural RE-
NEWED that was painted up there by
youth leader Rachel Cardenas, who also
conceived the idea and had it printed on T-
shirts.

She explained, “It is lifted from the
Renewed Youth Ministry and is basically
declaring, ‘I'm changed by the renewing of
my mind through Christ Jesus’, which is
based on Romans 12:2.”

“The triangle in the mural is a rep-
resentation of the Trinity — Father, Son and
Holy Spirit,” she continued. “The hands are
those of Christ's; the crown being Jesus.”
Rachel said that the 20 is the number of
years that CICC has been senving Christ.
“RENEWED is allowing others to see that
our lives are different; that we live for a pur-
pose, which is Jesus Christ.”

believers in Christ. He pointed to the
group’s mission statement that says: To de-
velop fully devoted followers of Christ that ikl
contagously for the chief dorification of God Al-
michty in their lives to the ends of the earth.
Pastor Jason disclosed that the
Renewed image and the explanation for it
has not officially been taken up in the pulpit
or in any of their studies yet. “But we will be

taking it up anytime soon.” he added.

A few of the youth members as
well as adults were asked what their
thoughts are about the subject.

Cirisrael L ucerdWhen Josh Tongol
(former youth pastor) left, it was as if we

based on Romans 12:2, a new mindset to
living lives for the purposes of God ... Bible
studies, unity ... come with it.”

Hans Guloy:If your walk with
God is not at the point where you want it to
be, then spend more time with Him, and
talk to Him more ... that is Renewed.”

Adam Lacaniladit is a metaphor.
It is finding a perspective from a cinemato-
graphic lens. A lot of us kids see and do
things by the world's perspective when we
should be seeing and doing things in the
light of God and His Word.”

Kelsey L acanilattike a cinematog-
rapher getting a perspective, we should be
getting our vision from God.”

L eslie Sarena’Spiritually, you're
born-again.”

Andy E dralin: “Knowing God's
Word first makes doing real God's work
more meaningful.”

Mik e L acanilad’Focused.”

Next time you visit the Youth Cen-
ter or you see a youth wearing the T-shirt,
offer up a prayer to God and thank Him
that his purposes in the Youth Ministry are

took a nose dive. Since Jason took over, he'sbeing fulfilled, that may they not be con-

been telling us to come back up to Christ.
Nowwe also knowthat it does not depend

Youth Pastor Jason Ricafranca said on leaders. It is Christ only who can bring us

that the image is a picture of “me,” and Re-
newed is the youth group living a new life as

back to Himself.”
Nicole E dralin“Renewed is a vision
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“It wes like a breath of fresh air for me. It
gave me a reason to inhale and exhale the
joy that God lavishes on me everyday. |
was renewed emotionally and strengthened
physically. Praise God” — Lourdes Dalao
(mother of Raquel Mortes).

“You would never knowwhat to ex-
pect. The Lord mightily revealed
Himself through the different
testimonies. Tita Eloisa (Pineda)
was indeed so true and spirit-
filled. We should do this more
often. — Lenee Pandino.

“It was truly anesome to have this

mountaintop experience anay
from home and husbands (Ha!
Hal Hal) The message on
“Building Loving Relationship”

was so encouraging, uplifting
and timely.” — Angie Trodno.

“The testimonies given by some of our
sisters strengthened and reinvigo-
rated my faith. Thank God for
leading me to participate in it.” —
Julie Alvarez
“The retreat was short
but God did great things.
Once again | experienced
God's love and faithfulness
and learned a lot from the
women of faith. Praise the
Lord.” — Racel Bernardino.
“We felt rested, renewed and much

closer to God. There was transparency and
we became closer to each other.” -Cedlle
Perez

“It wes a “success” because of the
following reasons: &) The location is su-
perb, the living quarters are excellent, so is
the auditorium; b) The activities were
healthy for the soul; there were lots of
laughter and uplifting testimonies; and, c)
The message was timely and had positive
impact on everyone. Personally, it touched

formed to the patterns of this world but be
transformed by the renewing of their minds,
and may they be “able to test and approve
what God's will is — his good, pleasing and
perfect will.”

my heart to the core.” — Rosie Robles

“It was a refreshing time for the
women. The shared tears, laughter and
experiences strengthened our bond. Lastly,
the gentle delivery of God's Word
through Manang Eloisa wes effec-
tive to me. Definitely, recom-
mended for other women to at-
tend” — Brenda Cardenas

“It achieved the purposes of bringing
us together in one place, encouraging one
another and lifting us up spiritually through
fun games, praying, singing, testimonies,
fellowshipping and hearing the message.
Church women, next time we have a re-
treat, join us!” — Linda Adriano.

“| appreciate Sis. Ohrie for her
leadership. We had a wonderful
time together. Bt it's short.
Many are saying: “bitin!” -
Anonymous



he church youth group (Renewed

Youth Ministry) held Saturday,
October 3 a “Coffee Night” get-
together at the church ground and came
away praising God for blessing the
event.

Led by Youth Pastor Jason
Ricafranca, close to 60 people — 10
adults and 50 young people, about half
of them not yet believers — graced the
occasion

It's the third time this event
was hosted by the group, aimed at
reaching out to student-friends of the
members and share with them the love
of God.

The evening program con-
sisted of singing popular songs with the
lyrics revised by youth members to cre-
ate lively, fun and informal atmosphere,

sharing of life’s experiences and partak-
ing of refreshments.

“The turnout was encourag-
ing,” says Pastor Jason, adding that the
core leaders helped a lot in preparing
for the event. He also thanked the
members for bringing in their unsaved
friends.

“Aside from doing follow con-
tact of our guests to win them to
Christ., we will be helping the new be-
lievers to get connected to the church,”
Pastor Jason added.

Meanwhile, the youth group is
coming out full force to help the church
celebrate “Harvest Night,” an alterna-
tive event to Halloween. As in previous
celebrations, they will man the game
booths and help distribute gospel tracts,
among others.

“Harvest Night” will be cele-
brated on Saturday, October 3%t, from
5:30-8:30 p.m. at the CICC premises.
Coordinators of the event are Roel and
Lenee Pandino.

Center. Some lost their way more than
once, but with God's guidance and help
from GPS, they safely reached the retreat
destination.

Sis. Eloisa Pineda, one of the
Women's Ministry leaders, spoke on the
theme “Building Loving Relationships.” It
was a very timely and relevant topic espe-
cially for those who are dealing with rela-
tionship problems. Her message was not
only an eye-opener but also taught us
some valuable lessons.

Sharing life’s testimonies, reading of
the Word, group prayer, inspirational
singing, games and even ballroom dancing
were among the highlights of the event.

The retreat enabled the participants

from page 1

experience conducting seminars of the
same nature in the past. The seminar
started Sunday, September 27 and will go
through every third and fourth Sundays of
October and November, 2009. Every
session is from 2-3 p.m.

The seminar is designed to help the
participants (1) increase their understand-
ing of the gospel; (2) increase their skill at
presenting the gospel; and, (3) increase
their effectiveness in communicating the
gospel.

Topics include: importance of wit-
nessing, benefits of withessing and how
to present the gospel. Sessions include
DVD presentation, answering the ten top
questions of unbelievers, and training and
practice on various ways of sharing the
gospel.

Materials were taken from “The Way
of the Master” produced by Kirk Cam-
eron, the leading man in the much-
acclaimed film titled “Fireproof” and Ray
Confort, a pastor-evangelist and author
of the “Hell's Best Kept Secret” book.

Pastor Paul, who will assist Mel,
along with the other lay leaders, said that

the seminar will “add more energy to our
evangelism program. As more and more
will be equipped and trained they will not
only win the favor of God but also help
us rescue people from eternal punish-
ment.”

He said that “this is just the first in a
series of seminars to be conducted be-
cause our goal is to equip every church
member to be effective witnesses and soul
-winners for Christ.”

The seminar is free and open to eve-
ryone. Handouts in binder will be sup-
plied by the church. If you miss this train-
ing and would like to attend the next
training course scheduled for early next
year, the sign-up sheet is in the foyer.

Every participant who completed the
training will be given a certificate of com-
pletion.

of those were baptized. Others included
Sally Castro, Dorothy Kwong, Anton
Cuarto, Lourdes Dalao, and Daniel Mon-
tes.

We extend glad hands to all of

youl

to openly disclose burdens in their lives —
burdens that only women can understand.
Amidst the tears of sadness were tears of
joy, knowing that only God can provide a
“river in the desert.” A number of atten-
dees testified that this event helped them
grow spiritually and emotionally just by
coming together. They also enjoyed fel-
lowship over a buffet of blessings at the
Frost Dining Hall. This is about a quarter
mile walk from the ladies’ quarters called
ller Lodge and the couples’ house called
Morris Cabin.

Like the Iyric of a song, “Heaven and
earth will fade, but His words will still
remain. He will do something new today,”
God indeed did something new that day.
Among God's magnificent creation of
mountains and trees, He made the
women of CICC special in His eyes.
Thanks to our Women's Ministry Coordi-
nator, Ohrie Tongol, the core leaders, and
the volunteers. Special thanks to Pastor
Paul, Rod Alvarez and Romy Derla for
their presence and support of the event.

(Sed-eedbacks ... onpage 5)
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'm not usually one to cry at movies,

but nothing extracts tears from my
eyes guite much like a scene in a movie
where characters express their belief in
one another. | remember watching Dis-
neys “BOLT” a while back and instead of
cnjing at a moment where the main char-
acter “Bolt,” an action star dog, realizes
his whole life has been a lie (sorry, if |
ruined it for you, but it's been out for a
while), | cried at a different moment. It
was a moment in which Bolt, the cat, and
the funny little hamster all unite together,
putting aside any conflict, reconciling with
one another and working together to save
the girl.

Now; you might be thinking,
what does any of this have to do with
speaking empowering words of encour-
agement? It has plenty! | had the wonder-
ful opportunity to meet Jim Burns, youth/
parent minister and author of several
youth ministry books and founder of an
informative family ministry group called
“Home Word.”

$

courage you, parents, the most influential
people in our youth's lives... keep believ-
ing in your child.

I've heard it said by some par-
ents that “my child is far from hope,” or
“helshe just can't lead.” | understand that
the stress of parenting can be overbearing
at times, but | want to encourage — with
the right words, prayer, motivation, and
TIME, | believe God will use your child
mightily in ministry and even more impor-
tantly, IN THIS WORLD (no matter
what vocation they choose.). THEY
NEED YOU! They need parents who will
believe in them though their lives might
not seem worth the hassle. Encourage
them to pray more by praying with them,
asking for things you can lift in prayer for
them. Encourage them to serve in any
ministry they feel “called’ to serve in at
Cornerstone. We know that sometimes
kids can be hot and cold with their de-
sires, but who knows? Maybe your child
will be the next youth pastor at Corner-
stone Church!

Random bits of knowledge:

- Newsweek magazine and the
Children's Defense Fund revealed that the
following factors were most influential on

One of the credos that Jim lives by is kids (in order): parents, extended family,

the belief that “The most powerful force
in a young person’s life is their fam-

ily” (wawv.simplyyouthministry.comyjims-
thoughts-11.html). As a youth pastor here
at Comnerstone, | make it a point to ex-
press to our leaders that the most effec-
tive person in the lives of the youth are not
us ... They are the parents, and naturally,
we are all working together to invest in
the youth of this church for the continu-
ing work of Christ in this world.

Our words, what we say, howwe
live our lives ... all of these things mean
more to our kids than we think they do.
One random youth ministry speaker at
this year's youth ministry conference said
that the more we encourage and empower
our youth with truths that they are not
only loved, but capable of leading the
church (even at a young age), they wiill
start to believe it even to the point of
owning that belief. And it's because of
this important thought that | want to en-

coaches, teachers, and other aduits outsidd

the home, peers and media.

- According to a study at Abilene
Christian University students who re-
ported having positive family communica-
tion were twice as likely to perceive God
as important in their lives than those who
reported negative family communication.

- Search Institute revealed that
nothing influences the faith maturity of
teenagers as much as “family
religiousness.”

-According to a study conducted
by George Barna, 78 percent of youth
indicated that their parents had more in-
fluence on their decision-making than
anyone else in their lives.

For more information on Jim
burns or more resources for parenting
your children visit:

wwwv.homeword.com

W simplyouthministry.com
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he word “opportunity’ is mentioned

in the Bible several times. Defined
as “a good chance, as to advance one-
self,” the apostle Paul usedthe wordto
exhort the believers to live out the virtues
of prudence, kindness and goodness.

In 1 Tim. 5:14, he told the younger
widows “to marry ... to manage their
homes and to give the enemy no _opportu-
nity to slander.” In Col. 4:5, he wote;
“Be wise in the way you act toward out-
siders; make the most of every opportu-
nity.” To the Galatians, he said: “Let us
not become weary in doing good, for at
the proper time we will reap a harvest if
we do not give up. Therefore, as we have
opportunity  (underscoring supplied), let
us do good to all people, especially to
those who belong to the family of believ-
ers.” (Gal. 6:9-10). He encouraged them
to do good at every opportunity not only
because God expects of them to do so
but also to provide them a compelling
testimony about their new life in Christ.

Paul's admonition was as much rele-
vant then as it is today. In fact, in every
facet of our Christian walk we are ex-
pected to “seize the opportunity’ to do
good. It is the moral and ethical demands
of the Christian life.

At the start of the day, God is giving
us a “good chance” to do things that are
right, proper and pleasing to His sight.
Before we get out of bed, we have the
perfect opportunity to thank Him for the
new day, the challenges it bring and the
broad range of opportunities open “to
advance oneself.” In the workplace, we
have a good opportunity to show that we
are the “light of the world.” The good
things we say and do will have positive
impact on others. But our influence
should be in such a way that God gets the
honor and glory.

At church, we have wonderful op-
portunities to be a blessing to our fellow
believers. When individuals or families
need financial support, let's not withhold
our help. Any amount given cheerfully
and with sincerity is pleasing to God.
When there are things or projects to be
done, make ourselves available to serve.
In his book, Pupose-Drive LifeDr. Rick

Warren said that: “When God puts some-
one in need right in front of you, he is
giving you the opportunity to growin
servanthood.”

God is giving us a wonderful oppor-
tunity to growin his Son's likeness. We
have cellhome Bible groups and Sunday
School classes to help us “growin grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.” If you're a regular partici-
pant in any or both of these, share with
the non-attendees the value and impor-
tance of these life-changing, and spiritu-
ally-enriching programs of the church.
Tell them the benefits and opportunities
theyll get such as (1) enabling them to
share their Christian experiences; (2)
learning God's message; (3) developing
friendship with others; (4) preparing them
to face the problems of life, and many
more.

Every church has a lot of needs to
meet. As it grows, it faces added chal-
lenges, necessitating the opening of new,
and expansion of, ministries. The chal-
lenges, however, become good opportu-
nities for the members to serve as volun-
teers and enable them to use their gifts
and talents. 1 Peter 4:10 says: “Each one
should use whatever gift he has received
to serve others.”

This October and November, Mel
Tongol will be conducting a training on
“Evangelism and Witnessing.” It is a sim-
ple course aimed at helping us learn the
basics of sharing our faith. For those who
would like to be used of God boldly and
mightily — to win unbelievers in the fam-
ity, in the community and in the market-
place - this is a good opportunity for us to
be trained and equipped in soul-winning.
Handouts will be given free and there is

no registration fee.

While it is good to tell others about
the love of God and howto have eternal
life through Jesus Christ, isn't it also a
good opportunity to tell them about the
Bride of the Lamb, the church, our
church?

Tell others about CICC:

It's a loving church We love the Lord
with all our heart, soul, mind and
strength. We love the unbelievers and we
love to see them have eternal life too. We
love one another and express that love
freely.

It's a caring churchWe care for the
needs of one another. We express our
concern in times of sickness, death, or
misfortune. We rejoice with those who
are rejoicing.

It's a generous chudiiVe give sacrifi-
cially to missions, evangelism, and build-
ing programs. It's spiritual temperature is
high based on its giving record.

It's a Bible-believing and Christ-centered
church We stand firm on our conviction
that the Bible is the inerrant, inspired
Word of God; that Jesus Christ is Lord
and Savior, the Son of the Living God.

It's a gowing churchWe are equipping
believers for spiritual growth, personal
evangelism and ministry and doing reno-
vation of facilities to make them present-
able and ready for additional activities.
Members are excited to invite those with-
out church home join our fellowship.

When *“opportunity knocks,” says
one writer, “open the door and grab it.”
Brethren, to make a difference in the life
of others - our family, our church, our
community and country, let's grab the
opportunities God is giving us.

%Cornerstone

International Christian Church
1130 Californi
(626)918-1941 www.ciccnet.com
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